
Dealer tops 
five bidders 
for Mustang 
of assassin 


By Clay Bailey 
Staff Reporter 


James Earl Ray’s 1966 Mus- 
tang, a memento from the most 
infamous day in Memphis’ his- 
tory, will remain in the city at 
least for now. 

Red Strickland, a Whitehaven 
auto dealer, nervously wrote a 
$27,000 check yesterday and 
drove the white car from The 
Peabody’s Tennessee Exhibit 
Hall. 

Minutes earlier, Smith raised 
his hand enough to outduel five 
other bidders who tried to buy 
the car Ray drove from the 400 
block of South Main moments 
after the April 4, 1968, shooting 
of civil rights leader Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

Ray is serving a 99-year sen- 
tence after pleading guilty to the 
slaying. 

Profits from the sale will be 
split between private investiga- 
tor Renfro Hays, who said he was 
never paid for his work in Ray’s 
defense, and an unidentified 
person, who bought Ray’s 40 per- 
cent share, said auctioneer Don 
B. Smith. 

Strickland, owner of Auto Cor- 
ral at 3350 Elvis Presley, said lit- 
tle after the sale, which lasted 
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